GEORGIAN PORTRAITS
wretchedness, corruption, without a burning desire to heal it,
and this sympathy was without any taint of spiritual arrogance.
She might have said with Sir Thomas Browne, " I thank God,
amongst those millions of vices I do inherit and hold from Adam
I have escaped one, and that a mortal enemy to Charity, the
first and father-sin, not only of man, but of the devil: Pride."
Emma. Cons was an ardent advocate of Women's Suffrage
and was one of the women members of the first London County
Council She was a schoolfellow of that pioneer in the Housing
Question, Octavia Hill, and together they started housing
reform in Marylebone. But as you cannot have two generals in
one camp, Emma Cons transferred her activities to South
London. This is not the place to describe the admirable work
done by these two women. It is of interest to us chiefly because
it led to Lilian's connection with the Old Vic.
The Old Vic had had a long and chequered career. It was
founded in 1816 and named the " Royal Coburg " in honour of
Princess Charlotte of Wales. From the first it found itself in
financial trouble, for the Lambeth quarter in the early nineteenth
century was, according to Besant, noted for its " immense
number of streams, ditches and ponds." The site of the theatre
was little better than a swamp, which made building operations
difficult and expensive. In 1818 it opened its doors with " A New
Melodramatic Spectacle called Trial by Battle ; or Heaven
defend the Right. After which a grand Asiatic Ballet called
Alzora and Necine, or, The Fairy Gift. To conclude with a new
and splendid harlequinade called Midnight Revelry, or, Harlequin
and Comus." Curiously enough, the prices of admission to this
formidable entertainment were, considering the relative value
of money in 1818 and 1937, higher than are theatre prices to-day.
It must have needed some courage to visit the " Coburg," for
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